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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
PDD 608/UST 608 Urban Des ign Seminar 
Instructors: Sal ly  Levi ne,  A IA  and Chr istopher  Lobas,  RA  
Fa l l  2009:  Saturdays 9:00 a .m. to 5:00 p .m.  
Cleveland  Urban Design  Center   820 Prospect Avenue  
 
Syl labus:  PDD 608/UST 608 Urban Design Seminar  
 
Contact Information: 
Sal ly Lev i ne     Christopher Lobas 
c: 216 -702. 1092   c: 216 -201.0691 
sal ly . lev i ne@case.edu    professorlobas@gmai l . com 
 
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
This seminar i s about understandi ng and evaluat ing the qual ity of u rban p laces . The course has fou r 
mai n object ives: 
1 .    to deepen students ’ understandi ng of publ i c space and publ i c l ife through readi ngs and 

discussions i n urban des ign theory and through observat ion and analys is of u rban cond it ions ; 
2.   to devel op students ’ knowledge and u nderstanding of  the pract ica l  tools of urban design; 
3 .   to prov ide an i ntroduct ion to freehand drawing and computer graph ic communicat ion techniques ;  
4 .   to help students expand and ref ine their ski l ls i n  spat ia l  ana lysis through the drawi ng and 

diagramming of urban condit ions . 
 
THE SEMINAR CONSISTS OF: 

· Lecture/d iscussion on urban design fu ndamentals,  
· Student-led discussion of assigned readi ngs,  
· In -depth tours of u rban sett ings,   
· Graphics workshops ,  focusi ng on freehand-drawing techn iques and computer-based drawi ng. 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION 
1 .  Prompt ,  regu lar attendance . 
2.  Active,  engaged part icipat ion in class discussions,  student -led discuss ions and tours .  
3 .  Short quizzes related to class topics . 
4 .  Prepared,  organized and eff i cient ut i l izat ion of studio t ime. 
5 . Sketchbooks. 
6 . Complet ion of f ina l  project : u rban design p roject focusing on indiv idua l ly chosen urban locat ion. 
 
GRADUATE  GRADING SCALE  
94-100 A       
90-93 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
70-76  C 
60-69 D 
< 60   F        
 
 
Students with Specia l  Needs 
Educational  access is the p rov ision of classroom accommodations,  aux i l iary a ids and serv ices to 
ensure equal  educat ional  opportunit ies for a l l  students regardless of thei r d isabi l ity .  Any student 
who feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disabi l ity shou ld contact 
the Off i ce of Disab i l ity Services at 216-687 .2015 .  The off i ce is l ocated i n US304.  
Accommodations need to be requested in advance and wi l l  not be granted retroactivel y.  Students 
shou ld not ify the i nstructor as soon as possible if  they have been granted an accommodation 
through the Off ice of Disabi l ity Services. 
 

GRAD ING 
· Walk ing Tour Reports/Assignments/Quizzes : 30% 
· Sketchbook: 20% 
· Ind iv idua l  project : 40% 
· C lass part icipat ion and attendance : 10% 
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Writ i ng Center web page on p lagia rism: 
http :/ /www .csuohio.edu/writ i ngcenter/Plagia rism.html  
 
Plagia rism 
Defined 
The CSU Student Handbook def ines p lagiarism as fol l ows : 
Plagia rism – Steal ing and/or usi ng the ideas or writ i ngs of another i n a paper or report and cla imi ng 
them as your own .  This includes but is not l imited to the use,  by paraphrase or di rect quotation,  of 
the work of another person without fu l l  and clear acknowledgment . 
Academic Regu lat ions http ://www.csuohio .edu/student l ife/conduct/acadregs .html  
 
Penalt ies for Plagia rism 
The penalt ies for p lagiarism are found i n fu l l  in the Student Handbook u nder Academic Regu lat ions 
(Pol icy on Academic Misconduct) at the fol lowi ng l ink:  
http :/ /www .csuohio.edu/student l ife/conduct /acadregs.html  
 
 
Course materia l s 
Course materia l s prepared by the instructor,  together with the content of a l l  lectures and rev iew 
sessions p resented by the i nstructor,  are the property of the i nstructor. V ideo and audio recordi ng 
of lectures and rev iew sessions without the consent  of the i nstructor is p rohi bited . Unl ess exp l i cit  
permission i s obtained f rom the i nstructor ,  recordings of lectures and rev iew sessions may not be 
modif ied and must not be t ransferred or t ransmitted to any other person. E lectronic devices other 
than laptops (e .g . ,  cel l  phones,  PDAs, ca lcu lators,  recordi ng devices) a re not to be used duri ng 
lectures or exams without prior permission of the i nstructor.   
   
 
FTP SITE: 
The Urban Design Center mai ntai ns an FTP site that we can use to share i nformation throughout the 
course. Readi ngs and source materia ls wi l l  be posted  to the FTP site and students are encouraged 
to use the site to share ideas,  photographs,  etc . To  use the FTP site,  go to : 
ftp ://131 .123 .146 .100 

User name: udcfriend 
Password : 03ftp 1 
There is a folder on the site labeled “CSU PDD 608”  

 
 
 
SUPPL IES : 
Sketchbooks: 1 1  x 14 ; 6 x 4 for f i e ld sketches 
Penci ls : #2 ; Penci l  Sharpener 
Erasers:  Mars  Plast ic and Kneaded 
Pens : Pental  Sign Pens,  black 

Rol ls of t racing paper (white ) :  12” & 18” wide 
Scales: Architectural  and Eng ineering 
Opt ional :   Color Penci ls – Prisma  24 pack 
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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY               PDD 608/UST 608 Urban Design Seminar  
 
 
“Always design a thi ng by consideri ng it  in its next larger context – a chai r in a room, a room in a 
house,  a house i n an env i ronment ,  a nd env i ronment in a city p la n.” 

- Eero Saari nen 
 

WEEK 1 
22 August 09 

Int roduct ion to Urban Design 
• Int roduct ion and class logist ics 
• Field Report/Sketchbook fu ndamentals 
• Requi rements for indiv idua l  projects 
• Int roduct ion to Graph ics,  includi ng Adobe Photoshop  and Google Sketch-up 
• Resources of the Urban Design Center that wi l l  be avai lable to students 
• Video: Jaime Lerner 
 
COFFEE BREAK 
 
Int roduct ion to graphics and analyses : Paint i ngs and Plans 
 
LUNCH 
 
WALKING and SKETCH ING TOUR 1 :  THE FLATS 
 
Urban & Neighborhood Design Readi ngs for Week 2 :  
1 .  Mumford ,  Eri c,  “The Emergence of Urban Design in the Breakup of CIAM,” Harvard 

Design Magazi ne 22 (spri ng-summer 2006),  pp . 10-20. 
2.  Lynch,  Kevi n,  The Image of the City. Cambridge,  MA : MIT,  1970.  ‘The City Image 

and Its Elements, ’ pp . 46-90 ;  ‛City Form, ’ pp . 91 -1 17  
3 .  Mi ke Li n .  Drawing and Designi ng w ith Conf idence : A Step -by-Step Guide .  New 

York: W i ley and Sons,  1993.  ‘Renderi ng Techniques, ’ pp . 21-32 , ‘How to Sketch, ’ 
pp . 139-148, ‘Design Process, ’ pp . 149-188 . 

 
Recommended Readi ngs for Week 2: 
1 .   David Walters and Li nda Lu ise Brown . Design Fi rst : Design-based Planni ng for 

Commun it ies . Burl ington,  MA : Architectural  Press,  2004 .  
         - ‘Devices and Designs: Sources of Good Urbanism, ’ pp . 75-93 . 
2. John Chase,  Margaret Crawford ,  and John Kal iski ,  eds . Everyday Urban ism .  New 

York: The Monacel l i  Press,  1999. 
 

Assignment for Week 2 
• Student Led Discussions:   
On map of central  Cleveland at the end of this syl labus,  ident ify 5 el ements of the 
city as def i ned by Kevi n Lynch. 
• One-page response to Flats Tour 
• Graphics: 
Anal yze a pa i nt i ng and the Plan of Cleveland 
• Fina l  Project : 
Select site and bri ng a site p lan showing site 
   
 

WEEK 2 
29 August 09 

Urban & Neighborhood Design 
 
• Graphics Workshop : Hand sketching and diagramming techn iques  

o Drawing and Diagram types Presentation 
 Maps 
 Plans/Sections/Elevat ions 
 Figu re/Ground 
 Kevi n Lynch  
 Experient ia l  

o Drawing negat ive space 
o Basic I ntroduct ion to Adobe Photoshop and Google Sketch-up 
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LUNCH 
 
Video: “The Socia l  L ife of Smal l  Urban Spaces” Wi l l iam H . Whyte 
 
Student Led Discussion:  The vocabu lary of Kevin Lynch “The Image of the City” 
 
 
New Urbanism Urbanism Requi red  Readi ngs for Week 3: 
1 .   Congress for the New Urban ism. Charter of the New Urbanism. New York: McGraw 

Hi l l ,  2000.  Bi l l  Lennertz,  ‘The economic health and harmonious evolut ion of 
nei ghborhoods,  d ist ri cts,  a nd corridors can be improved through graph ic u rban 
design codes that serve as p red ictable gu ides for change , ’ pp . 109-112 . 

2. Alexander Purves,  “Persistence of Formal  Patterns,” Perspecta : The Yale 
Architectural  Journal ,  Volume 19,  MIT Press ,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1982, 
pp . 138-163 

 
Recommended  Readi ngs for Week 3 : 
1 .  Ri chard Hayward and Sue McGlynn. Maki ng Better Places : Urban Des ign Now. 

Oxford,  Butterworth Architecture,  1993 . ‛Develop i ng  Ski l ls for Devel opment 
Control lers ’,  pp 10-18 

2. Kaiser Rangwala . ‘Retool i ng Planners, ’ Places,  Spri ng 2005, pp . 84-85. 
3 . Urban Design Assoc iates . The Urban Design Handbook: Techniques and Working 

Methods . New York,  W .W. Norton and Company,  2003 . ‛The Urban Design Process : 
3 Phases, ’ pp . 57-129. 

4 . David Sucher,  City Comforts: How to Bui ld an Urban Vi l lage. Seattle,  City 
Comforts Press,  1995. ‛How to Bui ld an Urban Vi l lage , ’ pp . 7-23 . 

5 . James S . Russel l ,  ed . The Mayors ’ Inst itute: Excel lence i n City Design . 
Washington,  DC : Nat ional  Endowment for the Arts ,  2002. Alex Krieger ,  ‘Rules for 
Designi ng Cit ies, ’ pp .104-11 1 .  

 
Assignment for Week 3 
• Student Led Discussions:   
Based on the Purves art icle ,  f i nd two examples of formal  patterns i n your site.  If  
possible ,  f i nd one centri c space and one l inear space .    Ident ify these examples on a 
map of your site and exp la in your reasons for maki ng  these select ions.  Compare 
your select ions with appropriate examples from Purves.  (8.5 x 11)  
• Graphics: Create Base Drawi ngs of your site 
• Fina l  Project : Begi n drawing exist i ng condit ions 
• Assignments for Walki ng Tour – one-page paper 
 
 

WEEK 3 
12 September 09 
  

New Urbanism 
Sea Side Florida 
 
Graphics Workshop : Freehand Perspectives & Adobe Photoshop col lage techniques  
                            Cont inue drawi ng/diagramming ex ist ing condit ions of your site. 
 
Student led discussion ( 11am) : Formal  Patterns and issues of scale 
 
Writ i ng a survey 
 
LUNCH 
 
WALKING TOUR 
Meet at 2 :00 At the Free Stamp by City Hal l  
Movement through open spaces: From the Waterf ront to Jacob ’s Field—The Ni nth 
Street Corr idor,  the Waterf ront l inkage,  Mult ip le Barriers,  The I nner Harbor ,  The 
Convent ion Center,  Burnham ’s Mal l ,  Managi ng Urban B l ight ,  Ut i l izat ion by 
Consumption,  Mal l  A,  A Tale of Two Addit ions,  The Cl eveland Arcades,  Problems of 
Service,  Progressive Field and Quicken Arena ,  and Urban Bl i ght Revis ited—A New 
Sports Dist ri ct - -Nat ional  Image for Cleveland . 
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Landscape-Based Design/Shri nking Cit ies Readi ngs for Week 4 : 
1 .  Georgia Daskalakis ,  Charles Waldheim, and Jason Young,  eds. Stal ki ng Detroit . 

Barcel ona ,  Actar,  2001 .  
         - Dan Hoffman,  ‘The Best the World has to Offer, ’ pp . 42-47 . 
         - Charles Waldheim and Marl i  Santos-Munne,  ‘Decampi ng Detroit , ’ pp . 104-121 .             
         - John Kal i sk i .  ‘The Present City & the Pract ice of City Design, ’ pp . 88-109 . 
 
Recommended Readi ngs for Week 4 
1 .   Mohsen Mostafav i  and C iro Naj le ,  eds . Landscape Urbanism: A Manual  for the 

Machini c Landscape . London: Architectural  Associat ion,  2003 .  
         - Mohsen Mostafavi ,  ‘Landscapes of Urbanism, ’ pp . 4 -9 . 

  - Inaki  Bbalos & Juan Herreros,  ‘Journey through the Picturesque (a 
notebook) , ’ pp . 52-57 . 

 
Assignment for Week 4  
• Student Led Discussions:   
Based on ou r readi ngs and discussions to date,  create a 5-question survey that 
addresses some of you questions about the site .  Be sure to ident ify the 
popu lat ion to whom these questions wi l l  be asked ( ie : residents,  v isitors,  bus iness 
people ,  etc .)  
• One-page paper response to walki ng tour 
• Graphics: Freehand sketches of site; 1  sketch concept col laged i nto photo 
• Fina l  Project : cont inue anal yses and drawi ngs of exist ing condit ions 
 
 

WEEK 4 
3 October  09 
 

Landscape-Based Design/Shri nking Cit ies 
 
Student led discussions: 
Goi ng out to the community – 5-question su rvey 
 
Guest Speaker Professor Steven Rugare “The Shri nking Cit ies Syndrome” 
 
LUNCH 
 
Graphics Workshop : Be p repared to discuss what you discovered about your site   
                            through the graphic ana lyses you began Week 3 .  Begin to  
                            sketch your design i ntervent ions .  
 
 
Open Spaces Readi ngs for Week 5 : 
1 .   Jere Stuart French,  Urban Space: A Brief History of the City Square Dubuque 

Iowa : Kendal l /Hung,  1978 .  “Form: The Structure of Urban Space ,” pp . 1 1-23 . 
2. R ichard Marshal l ,  ed . Waterfronts i n Post -Industr ia l  Cit ies. London : Spon Press,  

2001 .   
        - Richard Marshal l ,  ‘Contemporary Urban Space-making at the Water ’s Edge, ’  
          pp . 3-14 .  
        - Rinio Bruttomesso,  ‘Complexity on the Urban Waterfront , ’ pp . 39-49. 
 
Recommended Readi ngs: 
1 .  Connect i ng Cleveland State,  CSU ’s Campus Master Plan,  2004 .  
2.  Places : Consideri ng the Place of Campus. Spri ng 2005. Carol  T . Christ . ‘Liv i ng in 

Publ i c, ’ p p .22-25 
3.  Cami l lo Sitte . City Planni ng Accordi ng to Art ist ic Pri ncip les ,  1889. 
http :/ /www .l ibrary .cornel l .edu/Reps/DOCS/sitte .htm 
4. City of Cleveland Waterf ront Plan: 
http :/ /p lanning .c ity .cl eveland .oh .us/ lakefront/cpc .html  
5 .  Urban Land I nst itute : Remaki ng the Urban Waterf ront . Washi ngton ,  DC: ULI ,  
2004.  ‘Waterfront Design, ’ p p . 46-63.  
6 .  Peter Calthorpe. The Next Amer ican Metropol is .  New York : Pri nceton 
Architectural ,  1993 . ‛Parks,  Plazas,  a nd Civ i c Bu i ld i ngs, ’ pp . 90-94 . 
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Assignment for Week 5  
• Student Led Discussions:   
Consider the concepts examined in Detroit (week 3) and regarding Shri nking Cit ies 
(week 4) .  App ly a concept from each week to your site and i l l ustrate where you 
wou ld make these i ntervent ions on an annotated map  of your study area . 
• One-page response to Rugare lecture 
• Graphics: schematic p roposals – freehand or Sketch-Up 
• Fina l  Project : begi n drawi ngs of p roposed i ntervent ions 
 
 

WEEK 5 
17 October  09  

Open Spaces: Publ ic vs . Private; Plazas vs. Parks 
 
Graphics Workshop : Focus on I ndiv idua l  Projects 

o Shadi ng site p la ns 
o Powerpoi nt p resentation ski l ls :  design sl ide format 

 
LUNCH 
 
Student Led Discussions:  App lyi ng concepts to urban designs 
 
 
Transportat ion and Streets Readi ngs for Week 6 : 
1 .    Jacobs,  Al len B . Great Streets .  MIT ,  993. ‛Requi rements for Great Streets, ’ 

pp . 270-292. 
2.   Excerpt f rom El len Dunham-Jones and June Wi l l iamson,  Retrof itt ing Suburbia : 

Urban Design Solut ions for Redesign ing Suburbs ,  Wi ley and Sons,  Inc,  New York ,  
2008 .  pp . 219-229 . 

 
Recommended Readi ngs for Week 6 
1 .  Jacobs,  Al len B . The Bou levard Book .  MIT ,  2000. ‛I ntroduct ion, ’ pp . 2-9 . 
2.  Places : Consideri ng the Place of Campus. Spri ng 2005. Carol  T . Christ . ‘Liv i ng in 

Publ i c, ’ p p . 22-25 
3.  Peter Calthorpe . The Next American Metropol is .  New  York : Pri nceton 

Architectural ,  1993 .  
- ‛Street and C ircu lat ion System, ’ pp . 95 -100 .  

             -  ‛Pedestrian and Bicycle System, ’ pp . 10 1 -103.  
            - ‛Transit System, ’ pp . 104-107. 
 
Assignment for Week 6 
• Students Led Discussions :   
Ident ify a famous street that serves as an i nsp irat ion for the design of a 
signif i cant street i n your study area for the semester project .  Cons ider the 
requi rements art icu lated in the Jacobs read ing to both the example you’ve 
selected and the street in the project .  
• Graphics: D raw and annotate a p la n and sect ion of each of the above ment ioned 
streets (both at the same scal e) ,  compare street condit ions and describe aspects 
of the famous street that you want to incorporate to your p roject street . 
• Fina l  Project :  Cont i nue drawi ngs of p roposed design  
 
 

WEEK 6 
31 October  09 
 
 

Transportat ion and Streets 
The vehicle i n the urban fabric : The pedestrian in the  urban fabri c 
 
TOUR:  9 :00am Guest Tour Guide:  Charl es Harker 
• Drive to Streetsboro—Meet at the Bob Evans restaurant parki ng lot on the 

corner of I-480 and Rte 303 . 
• Windshield tour : Streetsboro-where is the center? Mai n Street as Highway, 

Decisions made or not made,  Stri p City . Hudson—Main Street ,  V i l lage Square,  
Smal l  town,  The Academy, New Urbanism as Devel opment Strategy . Pen insu la—
Unique community,  The National  Park,  The Cuyahoga River,  A Community for the 
Arts,  Tourists vs . Residents,  The Predict ion of Change 

 
LUNCH- in transit 
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Student led discussions :   Making Streets Great 
 
Graphics Workshop :  Integrat ion of Graphics & Written report 
 
 
Future of Urban Design/Socia l  Sustai nabi l ity Readi ngs for Week 7 
1 .  Richard LeGates and Frederic Stout . The City Reader (second edit ion) .  New 

York,  Rout ledge,  1996 .  Al lan Jacobs and Donald App l eyard . ‛Towards an Urban 
Design Manifesto, ’ pp . 491 -502. 

 
 
Recommended Readi ngs for Week 7  
1 .  Fel lows Proceedi ngs,  I nst itute for Urban Des ign: Sustainable Cit ies ,  New York,  
2006, Michael  Sorki n,  “Formulary for a Sustai nable Urbanism,” pp . 47-55 . 
 
Assignment for Week 7 
• Students Led Discussions :   
Assign teams to address “Goals for Urban Life” by Jacobs & Appleyard,  p .  495 

o Livabi l ity 
o Ident ity and control  
o Access to opportunity,  imaginat ion and joy 
o Authent icity and meaning 
o Open communit ies and publ i c l ife 
o Self-rel ia nce 
o Justice 

• One page paper response to Tour 
• Graphics: Prepare Powerpoint sl ide format and out l i ne sl ides  
• Fina l  Project : Substant ia l  complet ion 
 
 

WEEK 7 
7 November 09 
 

Future of Urban Design/Socia l  Sustai nabi l ity  
 
Student -led Discussions : Future of Urban Design/Socia l  Sustai nabi l ity 
 
LUNCH 
 
Substant ia l  complet ion of Fi na l  Project 
Review of requi rements 
Graphics Workshop 
Meetings with i ndiv idua l  students to rev iew their p resentations and reports   
 
 

WEEK 8 
21 November 09 
 

Student Presentations : Fi na l  Review 
Sketchbooks due at the begi nning of class  
Verbal /Visual  Presentation (Powerpoi nt) and Fi na l  Research Paper due 
 
9:00-12:00 Student Presentations 
12 :00-1 :00 Lunch 
1 :00-6 :00Student Presentations  
 

 
 
Walki ng Tours : A ser ies of walk ing tours wi l l  take p lace i n throughout the course. Students wi l l  be 
requi red to submit an annotated F ield Report on each tour. The tour wi l l  prov ide insight into the 
kinds of observat ion that wi l l  be required for this paper . The f ie ld reports wi l l  prov ide a sequence of 
opportunit ies to make f ie ld observat ions and then to  write about them in technica l  report form. The 
f ina l  paper wi l l  be simi la r in overal l  format and intent .  
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IND IVIDUAL PROJECTS:  URBAN DESIGN ANALYSIS 
 
Meani ngfu l  urban design comes f rom a deep u nderstandi ng of p lace and context . Students wi l l  
ana lyze and document an urban neighborhood or sett ing of their own cho ice,  preparing a complete and 
compel l ing p ictu re of a good urban p lace. Please note  that “good” does not mean “perfect .” 
Students are encouraged to select a site that has personal  va lue,  even if  it  has some negat ive 
attributes. In fact ,  those that are a l ready “perfect” probabl y requi re only mi nor changes,  and the 
diff icu lty in maki ng meani ngfu l  change may be l imited.  
 
The object ives of this project are to : 
· sharpen your powers of observat ion by taki ng a cl ose look at a p lace that matters to you ,  
· i nt roduce you to a wide range of primary and secondary source materia l  for u rban analysis,  a nd 
· devel op and ref ine your sk i l ls in written,  graphic ,  and ora l  a na lysis and communicat ion . 
 
 
T imetable for Indiv idua l  Projects : Urban Design Anal ysis 
Note : Adherence to the t imetabl e wi l l  insu re that you are wi l l  be able to part icipate i n the schedu led 
discussions throughout the semester and to meet the deadl ine for the f ina l  p resentations . 
 
Weeks  

2:   SITE SELECT ION  
       3 ,  4 :   ANALYSIS  
       5 ,  6 :   PROPOSAL 
           7 :   SUBSTANT IAL COMPLET ION: FINAL PRESENTATION PREPARAT ION  

8:   FINAL PRESENTATION  
 
 
URBAN DESIGN PROJECT 
Select an u rban site and make recommendations about how it  might be improved. This study i ncludes 
both an annotated (15 -20 page) paper and a verbal  a nd v isual  PowerPoi nt presentation .  Both wi l l  
include a descript ion of the exist i ng and p roposed p l an accompanied by photographs and drawings 
depict ing the historic,  cu rrent and future design of the site.  Your des ign proposal  must be 
supported by examples of other successfu l  design i ntervent ions from other p laces . 
 

Site select ion :  
Your site can be a publ i c square or green space,  a resident ia l  b lock,  a commercia l  node,  or a mixed-
use dist ri ct . A l ist of suggested sites fol lows,  but feel  free to choose a p lace that is not on the 
l ist . The only requ irement is that your chosen locat ion must be easi ly accessible to you . You wi l l  
need to spend considerable t ime act ively observ ing your focus area,  so choose a p lace you can get 
to and feel  comfortable v isit i ng. Locat ions withi n the City of Cleveland or Cuyahoga County are 
strongly encouraged,  si nce it  wi l l  be easier to get base data and other i nformation if  your site is 
close to home. Please consider these factors carefu l ly as you choose your site . 
 

Site observat ion:  
This p roject is an exercise i n observat ion,  so clear your mi nd of pre -concept ions . Do not let 
knowledge you have about the area from your own experience,  other classes,  or academic research 
get i n the way of carefu l ,  object ive observat ion. In your i nit ia l  site v isits,  you shou ld thoroughl y 
document what you actual ly see . Record your observat ions with notes,  photographs,  sketches,  a nd 
diagrams . Plan to spend at least 1 -1 /2 hours on your init ia l  v isit ,  with repeat v is its as needed . 
Consider the fol lowi ng questions: 
 

Bu i ld ings 
· What ki nds of bu i ld ings are there? ( resident ia l ,  commercia l ,  retai l ,  industria l ,  etc .)  
· How are the bu i ld i ngs cu rrent ly used? 
· Are the bu i ld i ngs wel l  mainta ined? 
· When were the bu i ld i ngs constructed? (an est imate  is f ine) 
· Why were they bu i lt  and have the uses changes? 
· Do the bu i ld i ngs share any features or styles? 
· How are they pai nted or decorated? Look at doors,  windows, signage,  la ndscapi ng,  etc. 
· Is there ev idence of remodel ing,  rehabi l itat ion,  or other re investment? 
· Are there attract ive or unattract ive features? ( rooftop antennas,  graff it i ,  b i l l boards,      
  murals,  etc.)  
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Setting 
· How are your senses engaged?  (si ghts,  sounds,  smel ls ,  feels) 
· What are the materia ls ,  textures and su rfaces? 
· Are the streets wide or narrow ; is the street network complex or st raightforward? 
· How do the bu i ld ings relate to the streets? 
· How does the parki ng work? 
· Are there sidewal ks?  Are they wide or narrow? 
· What examples of street furnitu re do you see? (seat ing,  bi ke racks,  benches,  waste receptacles,        
  street l i ghts,  bus shelters and/or publ ic a rt) 
· How wel l  is the inf rastructure maintai ned? 
· What is the area’s env i ronmental  qual ity? Are there trees and green space? What is the    
  ai r qual ity l i ke? Is there ev idence of noise pol lut ion  or l ight pol lut ion? What about trash? 
 

Dynamic Condit ions   
· Times of Day 
 Sun,  Shade,  Moon,  Stars,  L ight i ng,  Sounds,  Crowds 
· Times of Year 

Plant i ngs:  Trees,  Plants and Flowers – seasonal  changes 
Cl imatic condit ions 

 
The Socia l  Context 

· How many people a re there? Does the p lace feel  crowded,  act ive,  secluded,  abandoned? 
· What ki nds of peop le a re there? (age ,  gender,  race,  ethnicity,  fami l y composit ion)  
· Is the popu lat ion homogeneous or diverse? 
· Are there l ifestyle clues i n peop les ’ cl othi ng and appearance? 
· What are peop le doi ng? 
· Do you feel  safe i n this p lace? Does any aspect of the p lace make you feel  uneasy?  
· Survey people who l ive,  work and p lay there. 
 
Note : p lease keep your personal  safety in mi nd at a l l  t imes. Refra in f rom select i ng an overt l y unsafe 
p lace for this assignment ,  a nd use the “buddy system” whenever possible . 
 
Keep in mi nd that some of the above criteria may be  irrelevant to your site . Try to be as detai led 
as you can and avoid general izat ions . Are there other characterist ics of your site that are worth 
not i ng? What else have you not iced about the physica l  env ironment or act iv ity i n this p lace? Plan to 
v isit  your site at different t imes of day and different days of the week to get the most complete 
p ictu re of the p lace .  The v ideo The Socia l  L ife of Smal l  Urban Spaces  a nd related class discussion 
are i ntended to address these issues . 
 
 

Secondary Source Materia l :   
After you have spent t ime carefu l ly observ ing your site,  col lect any other relevant data such as 
current or p rev ious p la ns for the area,  historic records,  photographs or postcards,  aeria l  
photographs,  cu rrent or histor ic base maps,  zoning and land use i nformation,  ora l  histories,  census 
data,  etc . The UDC has ampl e resources avai lable to help you with this task ,  especia l ly if  your site 
is in Cleveland or Cuyahoga County . Use this information to enhance your understandi ng of your site . 
Specif i ca l ly,  try to ident ify : 

· History : Ethnic groups that or igi na l ly sett led in the area,  and ways that ethnic  
  composit ion may have changed over t ime 
· Land Use: Ways that land uses and bu i ld i ng fu nct ions have changed over t ime 
· Histor ic events : act ions that may have shaped or re-shaped the area 
· Urban Form: Ways i n wh ich your specif ic a rea f its i nto the larger physica l  structure of the   
  neighborhood and the  city 
· Current I ntervent ion : On-goi ng or futu re efforts at  preservat ion,  rev ita l izat ion,  or    
  redevelopment 
· Urban Forces: Issues faci ng the area,  such as crime,  migrat ion,  d isinvestment ,  poverty,  etc .  
  What are the impl i cat ions of these issues for the physica l  form of the p lace? 
· Case Study : Research simi lar p rojects f rom other nei ghborhoods,  regiona l  and /or nat iona l    
  c it ies that might p rov ide i nsi ght to potent ia l  solut ions for your site . I nclude images and  
  d iscuss the relevance of these projects for your s ite. 
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Fina l  Requi rements: 
· An Annotated Fi na l  Paper that documents your observat ions,  research,  a nd analysis of your 
focus area .  Include photographs of the site and f reehand sketches and computer graphics that 
document your recommended intervent ions.  Remember to i nclude examples of the freehand 
sketches you produced whi l e you were recordi ng your observat ions. 
· A 10- 15 minute Power Poi nt Presentation of the hi ghl i ghts of your report ,  p resented during the 
f ina l  class session. The p resentation shou ld ru n approximately 7-10 minutes ; the remai nder of the 
t ime wi l l  be used for comments and discussion by facu lty,  ju rors and classmates . 
· A Sketchbook wi l l  be tu rned i n at the same t ime as  the f ina l  report and verbal  presentation . As a 
worki ng tool ,  the sketchbook must include assigned drawi ng exercises,  as wel l  as f ie ld notes and 
observat ions f rom the site v isits,  site anal ysis and other related notes . 
 
SUGGESTED SITE LOCATIONS 
You may choose f rom among those l isted bel ow or choose another site that you f ind interesti ng . 
Please make sure that you have rev iewed the site select ion and received approval  of the site prior 
to working on your urban anal ysis . It  i s recommended  that you choose a site that is readi l y 
accessible to you so that mult ip le v isits are easi ly accompl ished in the site investigat ion period .  
 
The fol lowi ng a re suggested s ites : 
L itt le Ita ly    Univers ity Ci rcle   C l ifton Bou levard 
Crocker Park    Shaker Square   Warzawa (Slav ic Vi l lage) 
Mi l l  Creek    Beacon Place    West 25th & Lorain Avenue 
Playhouse Square   Mi les Park    Coventry Vi l lage 
Cedar/Fairmount   North Coast Harbor   Tremont/Li ncol n Park 
Eco Vi l lage    Downtown Lakewood   Berea Road 
Midtown Corridor   Gateway Distr ict   Downtown Chagri n Fal ls 
The Flats    Frankl in Avenue   Streetsboro and I -271 
Eucl id Corridor   CSU North Campus   Hudson/Peninsu la 
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REQU IRED DRAWINGS 
Analysis of Exist i ng Condit ions and Proposal  for new  design 
• Map of study area showing general  context 
• Include photos of your area 
• Exist i ng Condit ion Materia l  and Drawi ngs:    

o Descri be the Bui ld i ngs,  the Setti ng and the Socia l  Context 
o Drawings 

 Exist i ng Zoni ng (use standard colors) 
 Plan of site i n current condit ions with shadows 

• Annotate def i ni ng strengths and weaknesses 
 Analyses of exist ing condit ions 

• Figu re/Ground Analysis 
• Nol l i  Plan Analysis 
• Lynch City Elements map 
• Section through street 
• Street Elevat ion with Composit ion D iagram overlay 
• Historica l  ana lysis of site 
• Map of exper iences 
• 4D analysis : t ime of day/t ime of year 

 Other drawi ngs,  as requi red to tel l  your story 
• Proposal  Materia l  and Drawi ngs : 

o Descri be how the bu i ld i ngs,  sett i ng and socia l  context inf luenced your des ign 
o Descri be how your analysis has i nf luenced your design decis ions 
o Drawings 

 Proposed Plan with shadows 
• Define Goals of p roject 
• Define Concept/Big Idea for project 
• Overlay annotations cit ing relevant readi ngs and precedents 

 Relevant drawings showing impact of new design 
• Figu re/Ground Analysis 
• Lynch City Elements map 
• Section through street 
• Street Elevat ion with Composit ion D iagram overlay 
• Map of exper iences 
• 4D analysis : t ime of day/t ime of year 
• Perspective sketches i l l ustrat i ng p roposal  

 Other drawi ngs,  as requi red to tel l  your story 
 3D corrugated cardboard model  – supp l ies : #5 Xacto ,  E lmer’s Glue 

 

Visual  Presentation Notes: 

 Orient a l l  of the maps in the same direct ion – preferably with North facing up 
 Include north arrows 
 

Preparing for the Fi na l  Review 
As you p repare for the rev iew,  take t ime to jot down some notes.    
Here's a suggested out l i ne :  
 
Int roduce yourself  and your area of study .  
Brief l y summarize your B IG idea i n the redesign of your a rea . 
Descri be the exist i ng condit ions,  the strengths and weaknesses you’ve ident if ied,  and how you’ve 
addressed the weaknesses and used the strengths i n your p roposal .  Def i ne the formal  p rincip les and 
experient ia l  dev ices you employed i n the process. 
 
Ask for questions/comments.  
 
Bri ng a l l  of your design drawi ngs/sketchbooks - they may come i n handy.  
 
Don't  be defensive if  a ju ror chal lenges one of your i deas .  It 's the jurors '  jobs to question your 
design .   Sometimes they have terrif i c suggestions/comments; sometimes they don't . Remember,  
your instructors give out the grades,  not the ju rors .  If  there is something that has puzzled you 
throughout the design process,  ask for specif i c feedback .   After a l l ,  this is your educat ion . 
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